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Jacob Tidd in reply to Mr. Ballou. 


Jesus CaRrist is considered in the scriptures, in two | ap 
an unconditional reconciliation, that he should not only 


distinct characters, as a ruler over a people, and asa 
father of a family; and those who do not keep this 
distinction in view will fall into the same error whic b | 
bas misled yourself. If you had observed the connexs 
ion of the passages you quoted, to prove a general and | 
unconditional reconciliation, and had compared them 
with the rest of the scriptures, you must have perceived | 
that they bore no relation whatever to such an event; 
and if you ground your belief upon such passages, it is 
like a house built upen the sand, which cannot with- 
stand the storms. Ps. ii 8, ‘‘Ask of me and I shail give 
thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for thy possession. Thou shalt 
break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in 
pieces like a potters vessel.’’ Is there in this passage. 
the most distant allusion to an unconditional reconcilia- 
tion? They are given to him for a kingdom, that he, 
a great king, might rule over them “distributing re- 
wari is and p unishments according to the next verses; 
and the purpose of stating this power is to enforce an 
exhortation te be wise,—a caution to serve. with fear, 
and rejoice with trembling, and a blessing is promised to 
those who trust inhim. Ver. 10, **Be wise now, there- 
fore, O ye kings ; be instructed ye judges of the earth. 
Serve the Lord with fear, & rejoice with trembling. Kiss 
the Son, lest he be angry, -nd ye perish from the way, 
hen his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all! 
(iey that put their trustin him.” | conclude you must 
be satisfied that there is nothing in this passage, at least, 
which eon lead any man to rejoice in that confident 
ay, that do what we will, all will surely be well.— 
te hn vi 37, **All that er Father giveth me shal] come 


tics that I evillin no wice 


cast out.” “Th: it this pass age has reference to his per- 
ticular followers, those who would take up their cross 


ns 





"AF reth to tr 


;|1s the work of God alone, without any regard to any 


| tional and accountable being, to require nothing of him 
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id follow bitm ‘through evi] report as well as good, is 
evident. John svii 6, 
unto the men which thou gavest me out of the world, 
thine they were, and thon gavest them me; and they 
have kept thy word.” Verse 9, “I pray for them, I 
pray not for the world, but for them thon hast giren | 
me, for they are thine.” Ps. xxii 27, 


all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before | 
thee.” and Ixxxvi 9, ** All nations whom thou hast 
made, shall come and worship before thee, O Lord, 
and shal] glorify thy name.”” These passages have re- 
ference to the return of the Jews, which event is fre- 
quently mentioned in the scriptures, and to which time 
the apostle Pau) refers, Heb. viii 11, 
not teach every man his neighbor, and every man his 
brother, saying, know the Lord, for all shall know me 
from the least to the greatest.’ The fullness of times, 
and the great gathering, (Eph. i 10,) I understand to 
be at the judgment day, where every man will appear 
to answer for the reception or rejection he has given 


“| have manifested thy netme| fairly expressed in every part of the scriptures. 


| mentioned by you, and follow it by asserting that there 
‘*All the ends of| or the hereafter state of all the human family. 


the world shall remember and turn unto the Lord; and! vel more at the boldness of your assertion, 
| either conclude that you have not considered the 


“And they shall! m 





that light, which lighteth every man that cometh into 
he world. Query. If this general gathering means a} 
general reconciliation, then | must suppose that you in- 
elude the fallen angels and devils, in your unlimited and | 
unconditional plan of reconciliation, who, no doubt, , 
must appear in this general assemblage. 2 Cor. v 19, 
**God was in Christ reconciliug the world unto himself, 
not imputing their trespasses unto them.” If this text 
had read, God had in Christ reconciled the world unto 
himself, or did it contain a promise that God would fi- 
Bally reconcile all men unto himself, it might have an- 
swered your purpose! but as it reads, it is perfeetly | 
harmless in your hands. It is spoken of in the past; 
tense, God was in Christ, not 7s, and as a thing which 
was not accomplished —reconciling, not reconciled. Tf. 
we take inte consideration the last clause of the verse, | 
which you omitted, aud the next verse, the plain and 
evident meaning will appear to be, that God was in! 


| ers of the law are just before God, but the doers of the 


Christ, in the days of bis flesh, and by him, personally,! And by rejecting this light, we live in condemnation 











































































and are in danger of the second death. This light was 
given in ¢ onse quence of the sacrifice made by Jesus 
Christ. The word annihilation, | use and understand 
as synonimous with to destroy or perish, which appears 
to agree with your own idea in answer to ‘P—B.’ In 
answer to my first qustion, you say ; ‘*whatever might 
have been the vague indefinite notions of the Jews re- 
specting future punishment, our Saviour gave them ne 
reason to believe that he had any reference to a state 
beyond this mortal existence.”’ This bold and positive 
assertion is almost, if not quite, without a parallel, and 
merits particular attention. [I am astonished that you 
should have ventured it, considering you are usually so 
cautious in qualifying yourremarks. Before J attempt to 
substantiate this point, I will ask, if you do not suppose 
their notions were full as clear respecting future pun- 
ishment as future happiness, and take the liberty to 
state my question again, as you do not appear to 
have understood it. 1! did not ask if their notions were 
clear or vague; if they had any, it was sufficient.— 
Question |. Did not the Jews and Gentiles, when 
Christ was upon earth, believe in future punishment? 
If so, what would be the most obvious construction 
of those passages which he delivered to them under 
this impression? I gave you, Mat. xxiii 33, “Ye gen- 
eration of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of 
This you humbly conceive is fully explained in 


was “reconciling the world unto himself, but has now 
committed unto us the apostles, the words of this re- 
conciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you, by us, we pray youin 
Christ stead, be ye reconciled to God.” How plain 
this reads, and how foolish it is, to suppose, that if the 
ostle knew that God had undertaken to accomplish 


call upon men (o be reconciled to God, but that he 
should use the most emphatic ).newage he could, as 
-hough God bimself did beseech you, by as, we pray 
you in Christ's stead be ye reconciled to God. You 
must confess that the apostle made a very poor ambas- 
sador to call upon man, in such terms, to do that which 


act of ours, either mental or external. He certainly 
was very poorly instructed in his commission. Query, 
pray can you tell me, if the apostle preached this un- 
conditional doctrine, why Felix trembled when he rea- 
soned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come? and what this judgment was which Felix feared ? 
1 Tim. ii 4, **Who will have all men to be saved, and 
to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” I do not 
understand the word saved mentioned in this text to 
mean an everlasting salvation, because they are said to 
be saved hefore they come unto the knowledge of the 


truth. I donot mention this, however, to evade thed hell?” 
passage ; for | am willing to consider it in the light you| this and the next chapter. | have read them both care- 
wish, and do believe, that he worketh all things after; fully, | cannot find any thing in the 24th chapter, re- 


lating to the damuation of hell—neither can I under- 
stand in what maowner it is explained in the 23d, as re- 
| lating to the present life. 1 expect you will therefore, 
in your next, make this appear evident, I shall also 
take the liberty to requote you the other passage, which 
I cited, to prove that when the Jews came direct to 
Jesus with the question of how many shall be saved ? 
he, by his precepts, tended farther to mislead them, by 
saying unto them, Luke xiii 24, “Strive to enter in at 
the strait gate, for many, | say unto you, shall seek to 
enter in and shall not be able. When once the Master 
| of the house is risen up and hath shut too the door, and 
ye begin to stand without and to knock at the door, 
saying Lord, Lord, open unto us, and be shall answer 
and say unto you | know you not whence ye are. ‘Then 
shall ye begin to say, we have eaten : nd drunken in 
thy presence, and thou hast taught in ourstreets. But 
he shall say, I tell you, | know you not whence ye are ; 
depart from me al) ye workers of iniquity. There shall 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth, when ye shail see 
and must} Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all the prophets 
pas- | in the kingdomof God, and you yourselves thrust out.” 
sage, or cannot understand plain FE nglish. If you will | | This, you say, ‘*we are not informed, had any reference 
read the 12th and 16th verses in connexion, leaving out | to a future state; and if we may judge by the whole 
the 13th, 14th, 15th, which are inclosed in parenthesis, | reply, we should not suppose it had.’’ J have there- 
you must perceive there is at least a hint or intimation fore quoted the connexion that our readers may judge 
given of the hereafter state of at Jeast a part of the hu-! for themselves,—if under the present circumstances, in 
man family. ‘‘For as many as have sinned without answer to a direct question, of how many shall be say- 
law shall alsa perish without law, and as many as have ed? it did not tend further to mislead the Jews while 
sinned in the Jaw shall be judged ‘by the Jaw, in the day | laboring under their mistaken and vague notions re- 
when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus | specting a future state. | ask again, was this the ‘part 
Christ according to my gospel.”? This certainly is very of an honest man? was it worthy of the Son of God? 
plain. We have the manner in which they will be! What hope or expectation could the Jews reasonabl 
jucged, the time when, and the punishment; and in entertain of seeing Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and all 
the verses inclosed in parenthesis, we have the reason | the prophets this side the grave? Were it not for the 
| given why it is just it should beso, ‘*Fornotthe hear- positive assertion you made, that he.gave them no rea- 
son to believe that be had any reference to a state be- 
yond this mortal existence,—I would pass this without 
quoting any more scripture in its support, feeling and 
believing the natural and evident meaning must be so 
apparent, even to yourself, that it would be quite su- 
perfluous to spend any more time upon this point. But 
as it is, and I am unacquainted with what arguments you 
may adduce to do away what I conceive to be sound 
reason, and the plain and evident meaning of the pas- 
sage, I will add oue or two more, and request your at- 
tention to them. John v 28, **Marvel not at this. for 
the hour is coming in the which all that are in ther p 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth, they 
that have done good unto the resurrection of life, and 
they that have done evil unto the resurrection of dam- 
nation.” Here, again, is a passage, which it appears 
to me, no art of reasoning cam do away; it plainly 


the counsel of his own will and pleesure, and that it was 
his will, after man fell, to ordain and appoint a great 
and extensive plan of salvation, to treat man as a ra- 


but what he gives the ability to perform, that he has 
required certain things of man which it is his will they 
should perform and reeeive consequent happiness, or 
disobey and be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 
his por, 2 Thes.i9. You will please to nolice this 
enceavored, and | believe. | have 
fairly he wn, that there is not the feast ground to sup- 
pose that God has unconditionally undertaken to ac- 
complish this reconciliation, but that the conditions are 
You 
greatly mervel that I should quote you, Rom. ii 10, in 
answer to your query of the hereafter state of those 


hare 


is no hint or intimation given concerning annihilation, 
] mar- 





law shall be justified. For when the Gentiles, which 
have not the law, do by nature the things contained in 
the law; these having not the law, ere a law unto them- 
selves, which shews the work of the law written in their 
hearts, their conscience also bearing witness, and their 
thoughts, the mean while, accusing or else excusing 
one another.’’ | understand the work of the law to be 
the light which God has sent into the world to discover 
unto us right from wrong. I do not believe, neither 
do I learn from the scriptures, that we are to be judged 
“and condemned for Adam's sins, or according to the 
frai] and sinful nature which we inherit from him, but 
according to the manifestation of this light, which would 
[lead us into reconciliation with God, to happiness here, 
land save us with an everlasting salvation hereafter. — 














P07 


-"_ — ¥. 
Wesnoth 


SSS 


pantal nas han 40 


4 
a aaa 


a 


ey 


ed 


ee anne aN 
. ere 
‘ apn ne reer 








“pr 


. 


m 4 Tied wn ane et staan ti aitleaie eee 








ibaa. towne euro 
ore an 





speaks of the dead which are in their graves, and that 
they shall come forth unto the resurrection of damna- 
tion. If you can by any sound and solid reasonings, 
prove that Jesus Christ, in this passage, gave them no 
reason to believe that he had any reference to a state 
beyond this mortal existence, you can, in my humble 
opinion, turn the scriptures into a fable, and the word 
of God into a lie. I have two or three other passuges 
in my mind, but this appears to me so strong shall 
omit them. I have read your remarks in the paper 
you refer me to for an answer, to the passsge Luke xij 


4, “And I say unto you, my friends, be not afraid of 


them that kill the body, and after that have no more 
that they can do: but I will forewarn you whom ye 
shall fear; fear him, who after he hath killed hath 
power to cast into hell ; yea, | say unto you, fearhim.” 
This is one of the passages I cited to prove that Jesus 
misled the Jews by teaching them to fear a future pun- 
ishment, which you venture to assert, he gave them no 
reason to believe he had any reference to. And, fur- 
thermore, 1 queried, if you could tell me, with what 
propriety he could warn them of, and to fear that which 
exists only in imagination? And you give me for an- 
swer, that you understand, that the divine Teacher, in 
the instance mentioned, alluded to the power of God, 
and not to what it was the w7ll of God to do, and quote 
this passage in support. Thinkest thou, that I cannot 
now pray to my Father, and he shall presently give me 
more than twelve legions of angels? But how then 
shall the scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be? 
*‘Here,” you say, “tis an evident reference to power, 
in which the divine wil! and economy were not includ- 
ed.”? Granted: but how does this answer my ques- 
tion? How does it show that there is no intimation giv- 
en of a future punishment? How does it show the hon- 
esty and propriety of warning them to fear that which 
exists only in imagination? Can you tel] me, sir, if he 
wished only to represent the power of God, as an in- 
ducement for them to whom he spoke, to fear him: do 
you think he could not, as in the case you stated, have 
done it in a way, that would not, at the same time, de- 
ceive the people by leading them to fear that which 
can never take place while God remains true to his 
promise; unless, 1 am to understand, that you are rea- 
dy to admit that God may destroy both soul and body 
in hell, which, however, you say, would by no means 
prove a future punishment. I have no disposition to 
play upon words. If youadmit this, it is all I contend 
for, and I cannot discover but our controversy is at an 
end. I think you will discover, by this time, that you 
have not answered my first question to my satisfaction ; 
and, as to my second, I cannot find, as you have favor- 
ed it with asingle remark. I therefore, state it again, 
and request your attention to it. Question 2d. Will 
you have the goodness, sir, to inform me, if all manner 
of sins are to be forgiven all men, with what propriety 
Christ said, that there was a sin, which should not be 
forgiven, neither in this world, nor in the world to come? 
Mat. xii 31 and 32. My 3d. What did the apostle 
Pav) mean, when he said, the preaching of the cross is, 
to them that perish, foolishness? And again, For we are, 
unto God, a sweet savor of Christ in them that perish: 
to the one, we area savor of life unto life, and to the 
other, of death unto death. You answer as to what 
St. Pau] said respecting those that perish, I understand 
him to mean then, in the present tense, Will you 
have the goodness, sir, in your next, to state the rea- 
sons you have, forso understanding him; and likewise, 
how they can be said to perish any more than the apos- 
tle and his brethren? and what you understand by the 
word perish? and what the apostle means by life unto 
life, and by death unto death. In answer to my 4th 
query, you have taken unwarrantable ground; your 
premises being wrong, your conclusiens, of ceurse, are 
so. You say, you will not contend that we have 
our existence in this world as acondition of our obed- 
ience. I do say, it is my belief, that it was the institu- 
tion of God in creation; consequently, al) your argu- 
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ments grounded upon this, do not affect me. 1 would 
advise you, therefore, the next time you reason con- 
cerning a future state, by way of analogy, not only to 
be careful to keep to this analogy, but to begin where 
God first began with man, and be sure that your first 
step is on good ground ; otherwise, all your arguments 
will be vain, and as you appear so willing to extend 
this probationary existence into the other world, 1 will 
ask how will you reconcile this with your belief that 
there will be no future punishment, as | conclude you 
must allow, that sin is more or less punished in this life. 1 
only mention this to show that the wisest may be caught 
sometimes in their own trap. My question, if ovr hap- 
piness and_misery here are not, in part, the result of 
our using or abusing the means placed in our hands, | 
conceive to be answered in the affirmative, and that 
| you consider man inthe light of a free-agent, capable 
of promoting his own happiness by his own conduct.— 
Now then, as man by his disobedience lost his lire, is it 
not reasonable to suppose that Jesus Christ has, by bis 
obedience, brought life and immortality to light in the 
gospel, and has placed it before us im such a manner as 
to Jeave it at our option, to live or die, to accept or re- 









. ° . . | 
ject his protection. I have foreborne to notice, and} 
studiously endeavored to avoid any personal remarks, | 


believing it to be as contrary to my duty, as it is to my 
inclination, to be concerned is any public, or private 
personal controversy with any one; and am perfectly 
willing to leave it with those of our mutual friends, who 
are acquainted with the facts, to decide between us, 
which, if either, is the hypocrite, | remain sir, the same 
as before. TACOB TIDD. 
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Mr. Editor,—I crave the privilege of inquiring of 
* Justitia,’ in relation to kis 5th No. contained in the 
Magazine of March 9th, what should render his con- 
stroction of the parable of the tares, in Mat. xiii, para- 
mount to Christ’s own explanation, which he hath giv- 
en as follows:—‘*The harvest is the end of the world. 
Say not ye there are four months and then cometh har- 
vest ; behold, I say unto you, lift up your eyes and look 
on the fields, for they are white already to harvest.” 
(John iv 5.) Ifthe harvest was the end of the world, 
and it was not then (abont 1800 years ago) four months 
to the harvest, the fields being already white, why 
should ‘ Justitia’ attempt to apply the subject to a state 
still future? At the end of said harvest the wicked 
were to be cast into a furnace of fire. Pray where was 
the furnace of fire, at that time? Ans. In Jerusalem. 
‘‘Saith the Lord, whose fire isin Zion and his furnace 
in Jerusalem, Is. xxxi 9. When the Roman army be- 
sieged Jerusalem, A. D. 70, the Jews found themselves 
in that furnace of fire, where there was ‘wailing and 
gnashing of teeth,”’ in good earnest. 

Would * Justitia’ have departed spirits to perform this 
gnashing of ieeth ? 
**Wboso readeth let him understand,” 


2. B***** 
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be obvious to every mind, devoted to seriousreflecti on 
that all fables, and every thing which is calculated to 
treat with mirth the word of divine inspiration, ought to 
be dispensed with, especially in a paper designed to be 
devoted to religion and morality. 

I do not recollect of having doubted * Justitia’s’ right 
to believe, that the prophecy of the destruction of the 
city of Jerusalem has an allusion to the end of the 
| world, But I would say, he has an undoubted right to 


believe. it has allusion to the end of this terrestrial globe, 





and likewise to a day of judgment, (as he contended in 
la former number,) if he is thus disposed. But at the 
| same time, as his dearest friend, | would solicit bim 
never to imbibe any sentiment o1 belief, unless he has 
competent evidence of its truth. 

1 am also ignorant of having represented * Justitia’ as 
;incompetent to aliempt an exposition of the prophecy 
under consideration, as suggested by him. Were I as- 
sured, that the writer would be more instructive on t)is 
|point, than he has been in his five numbers, designed 

to vindicate the unscriptural doctrine of punishment in 
the eternal world, | would again sclicit an explanation 
ofthe prophecy. 





cast reflections upon any person under heaven. My 
| desire is, that all who are in darkness, may bave thei 
| minds unveiled by that gospe!, which was sealed by the 
| blood of our blessed Saviour. When this gospel is 
rightly understood, its possessor will nave no disposi 
| tion to attribute a revengeful character to him, ‘*whic 
| will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the 
| knowledge of the truth.”’ M. B. B. 
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No. 3.—Remarks on the Prophecy of the destruciion of 


the Culy of Jerusalem—requesied by *«M. B. BY 


>. 


Afier adverting to the fact, that the gospel should 
first be preached among all nations, wherever the Jews 
were dispersed—our Lord goes on to sti!! more alot 
ing and more cerfain indications of approac! 
struction to the Jewish nation. ‘When ye therefor: 
shall see the abomination of desolation spoken of by 
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place (let him 


them that be in Ju- 
dea flee into the mountains.”? In the paraliel passage, 
in St. Luke, itis expressed thus; ‘*‘When ye shell see 
Jerusalem compassed about with argies, then know 
that the desolation thereof is nigh.”? It is plain, that 
the abomination of desolation here spoken of, denote 
the Roman army, which besieged Jerusalem, and which 
Daniel also, in the place alluded to, calls the abomina- 
tion which makes desolate. 

The Roman army is here calied an chomination, be- 
cause there were depicted upon their standards, the im- 
ages of their emperor, and their tutelary gods, whom 
they worshiped ; and it is a fact well known, that idols 
among the Jews were held in the utmost abhorrence. 
The word desolation, is undoubtedly added, because 
this mighty army brought ruin and desolation upon Je- 
rusalem. The city of Jerusalem, the mountain on 
which it stood, and a circuit of several furlongs around 
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Mr. Editor,—! acknowledge with pleasure, the re- 
ceipt of your interesting and useful Magazine, ef March 
9th; although I was not a little surprised on perusing 
x, to find ‘Jnstitia’ inclined to tritle with the few re- 
marks or queries, which were suggested by we, ina 
former number of your paper, on the subject of future 
punishment. He, after having stated what he presum- 
ed to have been the design of my observations, intro- 
duces by way of reflection, the fable of Grimalkin and 
the Ape, which I think betrays @ disposition rather in- 
clined to treat the subject with levity, than to discuss 








it with christian candor and sobriety. 1 think it must | 


it, were accounted holy ground; and as the Roman 
standards were planted in the most conspicuous places, 


|near the fortifications of the city, they are here men- 


tioned as standing in the holy place, or as St. Mark 
says, “‘to stand where they ought not.” 

And Josephus mentions in his history, that after the 
city was taken, the Romans brought their ensigns into 
the temple, and placed one of them against the eastern 
gate, and there sacrificed to them, which was the greet 
est outrage and indignity, that could possibly be offer- 
ed to that wretched people. 

When therefore, this destructive army appeared be- 
fore the holy city, then, says our Lord, **let them which 
be in Judea flee into the mountains; let him which is 





Be assured, sir, | have not the least disposition, to 
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on the house top not come down to take any thing out 
of his house, neither let him that is in the field return 
back to take his clothes.”” These expressions are mere- 
ly allusions to Jewish customs, and meant to impress 
upon the disciples the necessity of immediate fight; 
not suffering themselves to delay the time, by turning 
back for any occommodations they might wish for,— 
‘‘And woe unto them that are with child, and to them 
that give suck in those days! and pray ye that your 
flight be not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day :” 
by which we are to understand, distressing will it be for 
those, who, in such a time of terror, shal] have any nat- 
ural impediments to retard their flight, and who are 
obliged to travel in the winter season; or on the sab- 
bath day, when the Jews fancied it unlawful to travel 
any distance. And these salutary admonitions were 
not lost upon the disciples :—for the best Ecclesiastical 
records inform us,that when the Roman armies ap- 
proached the city, all the christians left that devoted 
place, and fled to Pella, a mountainous country, and 
other places beyond the river Jordan. And Josephus 
states, that when Vespasian was drawing his forces to- 


wards Jerusalem,a great multitude fled from Jericho into | 


And for- 
tunate indeed was it for them that they thus escaped, 


the mountainous country for their security. 


for the miseries endured by the Jews in the siege were | 


almost without a parallel in the tistory of the world. 

‘*Then,’’ observes our Saviour, ‘shall be great tribu- 
lation, such as was not from the beginning of the world 
to this time, no, nor ever shall be.’? This is a prover- 
bial expression, frequently made use of by the sacred 
writers to express some uncommon calamity ;* and the 
words are not therefore to be taken in their strictest 
sense; although they were, in the instance before us, 
almost literally fulfilled ; for the calamities the inhabi- 
tants endured during this seige, from the fire and sword 
of their enemies without,—and from the famine, pesti- 
jJence. and massacres, of the fiend-like zealots within, 
are almost too horrible to detail. 

So severe were the calamities above mentioned that 
had th 
Jewish nation must have been destroyed; ** except 
shortened,” our Saviour, 


saved ; but for the elect’s 


s 


tose days sheuld be § 
‘there should no flesh be 
sake those days shall beshortened.” They were short- 
ened for the sake of the elect, that is, of those Jews 
who had been converted to christianity ; and they were 
shortened by the besieged themselves, by their seditious 
slaugbters, and their madness in burning their own pro- 
visions. Then Jesus goes on to observe, “if any man 
shal] say unto you, lo, here is Christ, or there, believe 


ays 


it not: for there shall arise false prophets, and shall | 


shew great signs and wonders, insomuch that (if it were 
possible) they shall deceive the very elect. Behold J 
have told you before. Wherefore, if they shall say un- 
to you he is in the desert, go not forth: behold he is in 
the secret chambers ; believe it not. For as the light- 
ning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the 
west, so shall the coming ef the Son of man be. For 


wheresoever the carcase is, there shal] the eagles be | 
Our Lord had already cautioned | 


gathered together.” 
his disciples against believing the false christs apd false 
prophets which would appear before the siege, and he 
is now warning them against those who would rise up 
during thatevent. We are informed by Josephus that 
at this time, false prophets made their appearance ; and 
flattered the Jews with the hope of seeing their Messiah 
coming With great power,to rescue them from the hands 
ef the Romans. And they also pretended to show 
signs and wonders; the very words made use of by 
this historian, as wel] as our Lord himself. And it is 
worthy of remark, that our Saviour not only predicts 
the appearance of these impostors, but foretells the 
very places to which they would Jead their deluded fol- 
Jowers; and these were the *‘ desert and the secre 
chamber.” And whoever will consult Josephus’ histo- 





* Ez. x14. Joelii2, Dan. xiil. Maccab. ix 27. 


ey continued for any length of time, the whole | 


redeemed from the curse the law. Now will any 
one suppose that these redeemed ones are to be brought 
before Christ in judgment, and some part of them, for 
deeds done in the flesh, or under the law, be sentenced, 
by their Redeemer, to some other curse, as severe, or a 
thousand times more so than the curse from which they 
have been redeemed ? 

In short, will Christ consign over to punishment his 
own redeemed? I am willing to say | think not; and 
I am further willing to say that I believe, and think | 


ty, will there find both these places distinctly specified, 
as the theatres on which these impostors exhibited their 
delusions, Many instances are related by this historian 
in which these false prophets betrayed their followers 
into the desert, where they were constantly destroyed ; 
and he also mentions one, who declared to the inhabi- 
tants of the city of Jerusalem, that God commanded 
them to go up into a particular part of the temple, (or 
as our Lord says into the secret chamber) and there 
Accord- 








they would receive the signs of deliverance. 
ingly all who believed in him went up; but instead of 
deliverance, the place was set on fre by the Romans, 


can prove by the scriptures, that redemption, resurrec- 
tion, and Christ’s jodgment are one and the same thing 
and six thousand perished in the fames, or by endeav-; —that his universal reign, in the earth, is the last judg- 
ment, or judgment of the last day. 

‘tHe shall judge among the nations,” &c. ‘He wilt 
judgment in the earth,” &c. “It is appointed unio 
men once to die, but after this the judgment; 1. e. the 
resurrection. ‘*For as in Adam all die, even so, iv 
Christ, (the Judge, the resurrection and the life) shal! 
all be made alive.’”? Now I profess to stand ready te 


oring to escape them. The appearance of the true 
Christ was not to be secret; but as visible and rapid as 
a flash of lightning; ‘tas the lightning cometh out of 
the east and shineth even unto the west, so shall also 
Not in a remote 


set 


the coming of the Son of man be.” 
desert or secret chamber of the temple, but by the sud- 
den and entire destruction of Jerusalem and its inhabi- 
tants. ‘'For wheresoever the carcase is there will the 
eagles be gathered together.” By the carcase we are 
to understand the Jewish nation, which was morally 
and judicially dead; and the instruments of divine 
vengeance would be collected together against the 
wicked people,as eagles are gathered together to devour 
JUSTITIA. 


support my opinions, as above, against all that can be 
brought against them frem the scriptures ; but I wish te 
have none of my brethren obliged to adopt them as 
their own, or to abide by my reasons for embracing 
ithem, any farther then they may, individually, see cause 
'to do it; and sol hope the subject will etill be lef 
| free for discussion. J, Brewers 





their prey. 
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Mr. Editor,—1!f you think the following short trialogue 


To the Editor of the Magazine, aia : M 2 ts “to 
=: ; aig : worthy of a place in your Magazine, it is at your ser- 
Sir,—I have just read the proposals of ‘ Restoration- | J i ) s* : ss a, B.K 


ist,’ that statements should ve made, by some one who 
believes that human misery is confined to this life, of 
the evidence on which that belief is founded; and by 
others, who believe in.a disciplinary punishment after 
death, of the evidence on which that belief is founded, 
&c. hese proposals appear with a very candid aspect, 
which I am not disposed to dispute is their true char- 


vice. 
Newton, March 18, 1822. 


MISSIONARY AND BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The following conversation, | have set down, nearly 
word for word, as it took place yesterday, between 
three ladies, Q, R and S. I would remark, that Mis. 
S. wishes to be thought very orthodox. 

it was observed by Mrs, Q. that she thought it un- 
wise to send Missionaries to India; as they hed mei 
with very little success. She conceived it would he 
better to send them the bible, and allow them to select 
the true religion from it, without assistance. 

Mrs. R. I think it’s an excellent pian, to send mis- 
sionaries among the heathen. The missionaries in in- 
dia have converted noi less than a dozen, |] know.* 

I do not, for one, believe the scriptures teach the doc-} Mrs, S. Any thing but pickin’ religion out ©’ the bi- 
trine of punishment after the death of the body, for sins ble. 1 never beard o’ pickin’ religion out o° the bible 
committed in the body, and I esteem it a high privilege before. The bible’s a poor book to pick religion out of. 
| that I can give, for myself the reasons for the hope that | 
‘Ihave. Others may have different reasons, but the} * This observation of Mrs. R. reminds me of the so- 
following are some which govern my mind on the sub- ciety in England, for proselyting the Jews. A gentle- 
ject. man lately remarked, that the society bad expended 

1. The Jaw denounced nothing beyond death. £150,000, sterling, and converted two Jews ; both of 

“If thou wilt not observe to do all the words of this, Whom, he presumed, ‘‘ might have been hired to be or- 
law, &c. then the Lord wilt make thy plagues wonder-  thodox christians, for a tenth part of the money.” 
ful, &c. Moreover he will bring upon thee al] the dise| = — Lye 
eases of Egypt, &c.; them will the Lord bring upon | MARRIED, 

1. In this City.—By the Rev. Dr. Baldwin, Mr. Danie} 


‘Gorham Lowell to Miss Dorcas Lewis. 
In Gloucester. —William Babson, Jun. Esy. to Miss 


| acter. 

But, in the first place, what individual is to have the 
immodesty to step forth and volunteer a statement, in 
behalf of all who disbelieve future punishment for sins 
committed in this life? In the second place, who is 
willing to be debarred the privilege of speaking for him- 
self? For one, | must say, I am unwilling to do, or to 
suffer, either. 




















| thee until thou be destroyed,” Deut. xxviii 58—60, 
can find nothing in the law beyond death; and it is 
from the curse of the law, and that alone, that we want, Mary Edgar Littiehale. 

redemption. ‘*Christ hath redeemed us from the curse. By the Rey. Mr. Jewett, Maj. William Pool, of the 
of the Jaw, being made a curse for us,” Gal. iii 13. As) 2d reg. to Miss Sophia Tarr. 

the utmost curse of the law left us in death, tobe re-| Jn Salem.—Mr. John Mead to Mrs. Phoebe David- 
deemed from it we must be made alive again. Hence we Lad "ee ths Lie pera make Ge Seine 
says the Redeemer, ‘‘l will ransom them from the POW- Euphema C. Anthony. 

er of the grave, | will redeem them from death ;” i. e. 

the curse of the law. Hence also the Redeeier, in 
suffering the curse of the law, suffered death, and noth- 
ing beyond death. Now if being made alive again will 
redeem us from the curse of the law, all we wish to ruff taking fire from a candle. 

know is whether this will be the case. This question! Mr. Joho C. Barry, son of Mr. James B. aged 28,— 
is abundantly answered in the scriptures—‘*For as in Mrs. Sarah Ellison, aged 53,--Mrs. Agnes M’Lean, of 


. i ce , Milton, aged 82. 
: ‘ ‘ ” ’ ; 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive,” | Mrs. Harriet Scott, wife of captain Edward L. Sectt,, 











DIED, 
| In this City.—Mrs. Catherine, wife of Mr. Jeremiah 
Thorndike, aged 34. Wer death was caused by her 





i Cor. xv 22, All being thus made alive, all are thus | aged 26. 
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POET’S CORNER. 





SELECTED. 


DOMESTIC BLISS. 


‘The camp may have its fame, the court its glare, 
The theatre its wit, the board its mirth: 

But there’s a calm, a quiet heaven, where 

Bliss flies for shelter—the domestic hearth! 

If this be comfortless, if this be drear, 

Ft needs not hope to find a haunt on earth: 

Else where we may be careless, gay, caress’d— 
But here, and only here, we can be blest. 


O, senseless, soulless, worse than both were he 

Who slighting all the heart should hoard with pride, 
Could waste his nights in lose) revelry, 

And leave his bosom’s partner to abide 

The anguish women feel, who love and see 
Themselves deserted, and their hopes destroyed ; 
Some doating one, perhaps, who hides her tears, 
-And struggles at a smile when he appears.” 
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SALVATION. 


The doctrine of Salvation is important ; and, there- 
fore, our inquiry concerning it should be conducted 
with that prudence and impartiality which its impor- 
tance deserves and requires. It is feared, that chris- 
tians have, in too many instances, possessed wrong ideas 
of this subject; and these have led them to err in form- 
ing their opinions upon other points equally as impor- 
tant. 

Before we attempt to speak of the extent of Salvation, 
let us for a few moments direct our minds to ascertain 
something concerning its nature. We say of a man 
that is taken out of the water half dead, and then re- 
suscitated, that his life is saved ; and our meaning is 
understood : he is saved from drowning. We say of a 
man that is taken from a building in flames, that he is 
saved ; and we mean that he is saved from being burn- 
ed to death. In these things we are understood. Now 
what do people mean when they ask if we believe that 
this man, or that man will be saved? Their question 
certainly presupposes, that there is some evil from which 
we are to be saved. What is this? From what evil 
does salvation deliver us? and what evil would these 
people have us to believe mankind are saved from? We 
will suppose somebody to say that salvation is preached 
in contradistinction to everlasting damnation, and of 
course, when we are saved, we are saved from that.— 
This is the very subject we wished to bring forward ; 
and will allow that this answer is very rational, if the 
common doctrine of the christian church be true. That 
this is the opinion held by many will be seen by refer- 
ing to the writings of men. 

It is generally known where the following quotation 
may be found. ‘All mankind by the fall lost com- 
munion with God, are under his wrath and curse, and 
so made liable to all the miseries of this life, to death 
itself, and to the pains of hel] forever.” Now we can 
all see that if this sentiment be true, the salvation of 
the gospel must be a salvation from eternal misery.— 
This we do not believe, for, in our humble opinion, 
there is no such salvation spoken of in the bible, from 
Genesis to Revelation—and this we shall endeavor to 
prove. 

In the first place, if this were true we should expect 
to Gnd at least ove passage of scripture which express- 
ly declared it. Is the total silence of scripture upon a 
subject of doctrine ne evidence of its untruth? If net, 

what doctrine can be disproved by the bible? Further- 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


5 ASL ST ES OE LE NEL I LEE EBLE LETITIA, 











more, whenever salvation is spoken of by the sacred 
writers, should we expect to find it expressed of a dif- 
ferent nature from the sentiment we are disproving, if 
this sentiment be gospel truth? The angel said unto 
Joseph, “thou shalt call his name Jesus, for he shall 
save his people from their sins,’ not from eternal con- 
demnation- Men have been driveri to the absurdity, 
mentioned by the inconsistency of other points of their 
}doctrine. Forinstance; they have spoken of a law, 





‘have sinned and come short of the glory of God, and 
consequently incurred the penalty. Thus the justice 
of God requires the eternal condemnation of every 


The just punishment of every man’s evil work is eter- 
nal death. Now it is plain to be seen that these incon- 
sistencies have driven their advocates to the support of 
the sentiment we are endeavoring to disprove; for if 
every man deserves and is liable to everlasting woe, 
and is saved forever, he must be saved from eternal 
misery. 

This sentiment may be disproved in many different 
ways, but we shall use the following: The scriptures 
speak of every man’s being rewarded according to his 
works. ‘The Psalmist says, *‘unto thee, O Lord, be- 
longeth mercy, for thou renderest to every man accord- 
| ing to his work.”? [In Revelation we read, ‘*And, be- 
‘hold Lcome quickly, and my reward is with me, to 
give every man according as his work shall be.’”? Now 
we believe that no one will allow the conclusion result- 
ing from the premises laid down. If every man by his 
wicked works has incurred the penalty of the divine 
law, and if the penalty of this law be endless death, 
must not every man be endlessly miserable? If the 
penalty of the divine law is inflicted upon every trans- 





gressor, it surely must be so. And what meaning can 
we offer to the passages just quoted from the scriptures, 
other than that every man will be rewarded according 
to his works? 

It may be said that Jesus Christ, when upon the cross, 
suffered in our room and stead, and bore the curses 
which we deserved. But we ask, does this appear to 
be the meaning of those scriptures which explicitly as- 
sert, that God will give every transgressor a just pun- 
ishment for the demerit of his actions? Would any 
person of common sense suppose, that the expression— 
**renderest to every man according to his work’’—meant 
renderest to Jesus Christ according to every man’s 
, work? Certainly not, for this would be a perfect per- 
version. If scripture may be used in this manner, 
what cannot be proved by the bible? Work, and let 
candor answer the question, if the inspired writers 
meant to convey the idea that Jesus bore the punish- 
ment of our sins, would they use such language as they 
have? Would not language used in this way be cal- 
culated to deceive and lead men astray? Let us bring 
forward again the expression of the angel to Joseph— 
**He shall save his people from their sins.’ Why not 
say, from the punishment of their sins, if this be the 
case? The revelator’s ascription of praise was, ‘‘unto 
him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his 
own blood.’? This certainly says nothing about salva- 
tion from the punishment of these sins. Now it is per- 
fectly reasonable for us to suppose, that if Jesus suffer- 
ed the punishment of our sins, and saves us from it, that 
we should find the inspired writers mentioning it at 
those times when they were telling what Christ had 
done for us, if they ever meant to say any thing about 
it: and finally, if this doctrine be a gospel truth, the 
inspired writers kept an unaccountable silence about it. 

Believing, then, that Jesus saves no transgressors 
from the punishment they justly deserve, and that eve- 
ry man will be rewarded according to his works, we 
must suppose that no man is liable to ‘the pains of bell 
forever,’’ or in other words that no man’s work subjects 
him to the malediction of never-ending woe; and this 





is the reason that no individual of the buman race will 
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be endlessly miserable. Every man must receive a just 
recompense of reward, whether happiness for virtue, or 
pain for vice. Upon this sentiment every consistent 
Universalist will found his doctrine ; as it completely 








destroys the idea of eternal punishment. ‘The salvation 
which God wills in our favor is not a salvation from the 


; punishment, but from sin itself; and in proportion as 
,men are made holy, they enter into the enjoyment of 


this salvation. Men can be justly and adequately pun- 


whose penalty was eternal death; and this penalty is| ished for every sin they commit, and yet be saved. It 
incurred by the transgressions of its principles. All| is eur humble opinion that if there is no salvation other 


than‘a salvation from the punishment of sin, we never 
shall enjoy any. And if mén are all to be punished ac- 
cording to their werks, either they do not deserve eter- 


creature because his law is broken by every creature. | Nal condemnation, or they will be miserable together 


forever and ever! This no one will allow. What then 
is the unavoidable conclusion? As men do net deserve 
to be endlessly punished for their crimes, they can be 
saved and yet be justly penished. And if they do not 
deserve to be endlessly punished for their sins, the sal- 
vation they will experience will not be a salvation from 
endless punishment. This idea removes an objection 
often made to Universalism. It has been said by many 
that they could not believe this doctrine because men 
must be punished for their sins. They know of no way 
that they can be punished for their crimes and exper- 
ience the salvation of the gospel. ‘T'o be sure they are 
encompassed with difficulties with their own system, 
but they think they can see greater in ours. Now giv- 
ing up the idea that sinners deserve to be endlessly pun- 
ished, and allowing that every man will be rewarded ac- 
cording to his works, we see the conclusion just, that 
every man can be punished for his sins, and yet every 
manbe saved. This allowed we see no necessity, yea 
a manifest impropriety in Jesus’ receiving this punish- 
ment for us. 

Will any one say we diminish the value of salvation 
O no, for this is its purity. It is for the benefit of the 
sinner that he is punished. Save him from the punish. 
ment ef his sins, and yoo do him injury. God doe 
not punish for the mere purpose of punishing —‘*He 
doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children o! 
men.”? He designs our profit in the thing. And this 
would not have its good effect, if laid any where but o1: 
the -back of the offender. ‘Ihe punishment of sin is a 
means of salvation. ‘Take away these means, and tl: 
object is not accomplished. If God punished merel; 
for the sake of punishing, and wished to save the sinne: 
from this punishment, we should see the reason that if 
was put upon Jesus’ back: because God took pleasure 
in afflicting his creatures. Bat it is not so. God pun 
ishes the sinner fer his good. Therefore, as the old 


' proverb is, spare the rod, and youspoil the child. Now 


if God chasten us for our profit, that we may be made 
the partakers of his holiness, what good would it do 
mankind to inflict upon Christ the punishment. Such 
a salvation, instead of being a benefit, would be an in- 
jury to the sinner. Who then will say that we lessen 
the value of salvation? We indeed enhance it in the 
view of rational man. Is no salvation valuable, but 
salvation from eternal woe? This appears to be ab- 
surd,—you cannot save man from punishment, unless 
you save him fromsin. ‘There is no salvation but a sal- 
vation from sin; and when we are saved from this, we 
are saved from all punishment, all distress, and evil of 
every kind. This is the nature of that salvation which 
Jesus gives to the world. 

$He’ll make all sinners saints, and heaven 

The dwelling place of all.” 

Let our opposers knew that this is the foundation of 
Universalism, and no longer say that we hold that men 
are to be saved in (¢hetr sins. 

(To be concluded in our next.) 
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OR sale at this office, a few copies of the * Serves 

of Lecture Sermens, deliveres at the 2d Univer- 

salist Meeting-house, in Boston. By HosEa BAuLov, 
pastor. 
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